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Sir: 

Applicants, in accordance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .56, hereby advise the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the references 
listed on the accompanying form PTO/SB/08A (substitute for 1449A/PTO) Information 

"Express Mail" mailing label number ER524416182US 

Date of Deposit March 2 » 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service under 37 CF^WO on the daje-iadicated above and is addressed to the Commissioner 

for Patent<P.J^ Box 1420^U*andria, VA 22313-1450 
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Disclosure Statement by Applicant. 

Applicants submit that this Information Disclosure Statement must be considered 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3) because it is being filed before the mailing of a first Office 
Action on the merits. 

Applicants note that although the cited references may be relevant to the 
examination of the above-referenced application, under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(h), the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement "shall not be construed to be an admission that 
the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability 
as defined in § 1 .56(b)." 
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1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 
Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
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document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
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